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Al IN THE INDIAN JUDICIARY

-Anshika verma

As the Indian legal system evolves, the Supreme Court's pioneering reforms become the
cornerstone for a harmonious coexistence of tradition and innovation. The integration of Al,
when approached judiciously, holds the key to a future where justice is not only blind but also
astutely aware of the technological currents shaping our world. In navigating this journey, the
Indian judiciary charts a course that balances the scales of justice with the precision of
technological acumen.

In a landmark move toward a technologically advanced and efficient legal system, the Supreme
Court of India has implemented a series of groundbreaking reforms. These initiatives, designed
to harness the power of Atrtificial Intelligence (Al), underscore the judiciary's commitment to
adapt to the evolving demands of the digital age. Let's delve into some of the original reforms
spearheaded by the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court initiated the National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG) to digitize and centralize
case-related information. This ambitious project aims to enhance transparency, accessibility, and
accountability within the judiciary. The NJDG leverages Al to analyze case data, providing
valuable insights into case pendency, court workloads, and trends. This data-driven approach
aids in resource allocation and enables the timely disposition of cases.

Complementing the NJDG, the Supreme Court introduced the Integrated Case Management
Information System (ICMIS) to streamline case management. ICMIS integrates Al tools for
efficient scheduling of hearings, case tracking, and document management. Judges and legal
professionals can leverage Al-assisted analytics to prioritize cases, identify bottlenecks, and
enhance overall case management efficiency.
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Supreme Court Portal for Assistance in Courts Efficiency ( SUPACE ) is a pioneering initiative
that brings Al to the forefront of legal research and analysis. This platform employs machine
learning algorithms to assist judges and legal researchers in extracting relevant information from
legal databases. By facilitating quicker and more accurate legal research, SUPACE contributes to
informed decision-making within the judicial system.

The Supreme Court has embraced Al to analyze and categorize judgments. This initiative
involves the use of natural language processing (NLP) algorithms to extract key legal principles,
precedents, and insights from judgments. Al-driven judgment analysis aids in maintaining
consistency, reducing legal ambiguity, and supporting judges in referencing relevant case laws.

In response to the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Supreme Court accelerated
the implementation of e-filing and virtual court proceedings. Al technologies are seamlessly
integrated into these platforms to authenticate electronic submissions, ensure data security, and
enhance the efficiency of virtual courtrooms. This move has not only ensured the continuity of
judicial processes but has also paved the way for a more digitized and accessible legal system.

The integration of Al in the legal sector is not without its challenges. Issues such as data privacy,
algorithmic biases, and potential impacts on employment within the legal profession demand
careful consideration. A comprehensive understanding of these challenges is crucial as the Indian
judiciary navigates the delicate balance between embracing innovation and upholding traditional
legal values.

The Centre for Internet and Society's study on Al in India sheds light on the challenges and
ethical considerations associated with the use of Al in the legal sector

These original reforms by the Supreme Court signify a paradigm shift in judicial administration.
By embracing Al, the judiciary aims not only to expedite legal processes but also to enhance the
quality and reliability of decision-making. The Supreme Court's forward-looking approach sets
the stage for a legal system that harmoniously blends tradition with innovation, ensuring justice
is not only blind but also technologically astute. As these reforms continue to unfold, they stand
as a testament to the judiciary’'s commitment to delivering justice in a manner befitting the digital
era
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