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THE FUTURE OF LAW: NAVIGATING THE IMPACTS OF AI WITH A FOCUS ON
LEGAL ETHICS IN THE DIGITALAGE

Introduction

All of us have watched science fiction films in which robots and other machines with
artificial intelligence converse with one another. However, one may ask how artificial

intelligence relates to the legal profession?

The term Artificial Intelligence (Al) was first coined in 1956 by John McCarthy. Since then,
it has been worked upon extensively and its applications can be seen most prominently in the
last two decades. Artificial Intelligence and Generative Al are changing the way we learn,
work, and create. From automating routine processes to producing creative solutions, these
technologies help across diverse businesses and areas to do more with less. Al can help
lawyers by efficiently going through a large database quickly, conducting document reviews
and automating certain routine tasks. Virtual assistants, natural language processing, and
increased decision-making skills are changing the way legal professionals work. As Al
evolves, it creates new prospects for innovation; yet, legal practitioners must manage the

ethical implications of these breakthroughs.
Automation and Efficiency in Legal Processes

Al-powered systems can help in legal research by analysing large volumes of data, such as
case laws, legislation, and decisions. These technologies can give relevant and thorough
information, assisting attorneys and judges in their decision-making processes while saving

time and effort on manual research.

By automating monotonous operations, Al technologies help legal practitioners become more
efficient and save money by expediting procedures. This frees up time for higher-value

activities like strategic decision-making, client engagement, and intricate legal analysis.
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However, this technological development raises worries about possible employment
displacement in the legal profession. Striking a balance between using Al to boost
productivity and guaranteeing employment stability for legal practitioners is critical.
Proactive steps, such as upskilling and reskilling projects, can help limit the impact of
automation by creating an environment in which Al and human knowledge complement one

another for the best possible results.
Enhanced Legal Research and Analytics

Al systems can evaluate historical data to forecast case outcomes and give insights into legal
dispute success rates. This can help attorneys build successful tactics, manage client
expectations, and perhaps reduce the workload on courts by promoting settlement

conversations.
Predictive Analytics and Case Outcomes

Al's ability to anticipate case outcomes based on prior data is a transformational component
of legal technology. Until now, human judgement helped lawyers somewhat predict what the
outcome of a case could be. A.I. uses machine learning algorithms to evaluate large datasets
of historical legal cases and judgements in order to uncover patterns, trends, and pertinent
aspects. This predictive capacity enables legal experts to further determine the likelihood of

success for various legal initiatives.

Globally, the application of artificial intelligence (Al) in the criminal justice system is
expanding swiftly. Examples include the well-known DoNotPay chatbot lawyer smartphone
app, robot judges in Estonia that decide minor claims, and Al judges in Chinese courts. Al-
powered chatbots and virtual assistants can improve access to justice for low-income citizens.
These technologies can give fundamental legal information, guidance, and support, therefore

increasing the public's access to legal resources.

Judge Anoop Chitkara, a judge at the Punjab and Haryana High Court in India made a
decision on a criminal case using ChatGPT, an artificial intelligence chatbot, for the first
time. During the trial, the accused person requested to be released from jail after being
charged with assault and murder. The judge therein turned to ChatGPT asking, “"What is the
jurisprudence on bail when the assailant assaulted with cruelty?" In light of the presumption
of innocence, the chatbot suggested that if the accused has been charged with a serious

offense including cruelty, the judge could be less likely to grant bail since they pose a risk to
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the public. Judge Chitkara refused to grant bail, finding that the accused had behaved cruelly.
"Al cannot replace a judge ... However, it has immense potential as an aid in judicial

processes," said Judge Chitkara. !

Judge Juan Manuel Padilla of the Caribbean Colombian city of Cartagena also looked to
ChatGPT for assistance in a case where the parents of an autistic youngster were suing his

healthcare provider for charges and expenditures related to his treatment.?

Algorithmic Accountability and Transparency

Maintaining client anonymity is critical for moral legal practice in the Al era. Legal
practitioners need to put strong data security safeguards in place and make sure Al systems
follow strict privacy guidelines. To protect client’s information, encryption, safe data storage,
and restrictions are necessary. Maintaining the highest levels of client confidentiality requires
openness on the use of Al clear client consent, and constant attention to changing

cybersecurity risks.

Aiming for explainability and fairness in Al decision-making is crucial for its responsible and
moral use. The creation of Al systems that transparently justify conclusions need to be a top
priority for legal practitioners. This entails using interpretable models, actively addressing
biases, and guaranteeing diverse representation in training data. Prioritizing fairness and
explainability helps to build confidence, improves comprehension of Al-generated results,

and harmonizes Al applications with the legal sector's justice concepts.

There have been several studies conducted in the United States about the prejudices that the
A.I had reportedly shown. One study investigates a healthcare algorithm's potential racial

bias in predicting patients' needs for care management. It finds disparities in health outcomes
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between Black and White patients, despite well-calibrated cost predictions. The research

underscores the importance of careful label selection in healthcare algorithms.®
Regulatory Compliance and Standards in AI Adoption

Legal restrictions and moral guidelines for Al must be established. It is imperative that
governments and legal entities work together to establish regulations that tackle matters such
as accountability, equity, and openness. By ensuring responsible Al use, these norms protect

against possible exploitation of Al technology and foster confidence in legal systems.
Conclusion

Al offers efficiency but lacks human-like knowledge, ethical judgment, and contextual
awareness. Legal practitioners must use Al as a tool, not a substitute, ensuring educated
choices. Fair choices continue to rely on careful interpretation and human oversight.
Establishing open norms, ethical frameworks, and regular supervision is crucial to avoid
over-reliance on Al, safeguard legal decisions' integrity, and maintain professional

accountability.

Ethical problems such as biases and the need for openness in Al systems must be addressed
through legislation. Mitigating Al bias in law necessitates a diverse training dataset, periodic
audits, and open algorithms. Collaboration with legal professionals, community engagement,
and adhering to ethical values are critical. Education on bias and regulatory compliance
assures Al conforms with justice principles, correcting historical injustices and fostering

fairness.
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