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EXPLORING ENVIRONMENTAL LAW PROMOTING

SUSTAINABILITY AND CONSERVATION

Environmental law is a branch of law that focuses on the protection and preservation of the
natural environment. It encompasses a wide range of legal principles, regulations, and treaties
that aim to promote sustainability and conservation. Environmental law plays a crucial role in
safeguarding the earth's resources for present and future generations, and it is constantly

evolving to address the ever-growing environmental challenges we face.

One of the key goals of environmental law is to promote sustainability, which is defined as
meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs. This principle recognizes the finite nature of our planet's resources and the
need to use them in a responsible and sustainable manner. Sustainable development is a key
concept that underpins many environmental laws and policies, and it aims to strike a balance

between economic growth, social progress, and environmental protection.

Environmental law also plays a vital role in promoting conservation, which is the protection
and preservation of natural resources and ecosystems. Conservation efforts are crucial in
maintaining biodiversity, mitigating the effects of climate change, and ensuring the sustainable
use of resources. Environmental laws and regulations help establish protected areas, regulate

the use of natural resources, and prevent activities that may harm the environment.

One of the most significant achievements of environmental law is the establishment of
international agreements and treaties to address global environmental issues. The United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), for example, was created in
1992 to address the growing concerns about climate change. The Paris Agreement, adopted in
2015, is a legally binding international treaty that aims to limit global warming to well below
2, preferably to 1.5 degrees Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels. This agreement has been
ratified by 189 countries, demonstrating the global commitment to combatting climate change.
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Apart from international agreements, many countries have also enacted environmental laws
and regulations at the national level. In the United States, the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) was established in 1970 to enforce environmental laws and regulations and protect
human health and the environment. The Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, and Endangered
Species Act are some of the key laws that the EPA enforces to promote environmental

protection and conservation.

Environmental law also plays a crucial role in promoting sustainability and conservation in
business practices. In recent years, there has been a growing recognition of the impact of
business activities on the environment, and environmental regulations have been put in place
to ensure that businesses operate in an environmentally responsible manner. For example,
businesses are required to obtain permits and comply with regulations before they can
discharge pollutants into the air or water. They are also required to implement measures to

reduce their carbon footprint and conserve resources.

In addition to legal regulations, businesses are also increasingly incorporating sustainability
into their corporate social responsibility (CSR) practices. CSR is a self-regulatory mechanism
that encourages businesses to be socially responsible and accountable for their actions. Many
companies are now adopting sustainable business practices such as reducing their carbon
emissions, using renewable energy sources, and implementing waste reduction strategies.
These efforts not only benefit the environment but also improve the company's reputation and
brand image.

Furthermore, environmental law also plays a critical role in addressing environmental
injustices and promoting environmental justice. Environmental justice is the fair treatment and
meaningful involvement of all people, regardless of race, color, national origin, or income, in
the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and
policies. This principle recognizes that marginalized communities are often disproportionately
affected by environmental hazards and pollution. Environmental laws and regulations aim to
ensure that these communities have equal access to environmental benefits and are not unfairly

burdened by environmental harms.

In recent years, there has been a growing recognition of the link between environmental
degradation and social inequality. For example, the water crisis in Flint, Michigan, highlighted

the disproportionate impact of pollution on low-income and minority communities.
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Environmental law plays a crucial role in addressing these injustices and promoting equity in

the distribution of environmental benefits and burdens.

We have noticed that in the past few years there is an increasing trend to the number of cases
relating to the environmental pollution, ecological destruction and conflicts over natural
resources coming up before the Courts. In most of these cases there is need for Environment
Court and natural scientific expertise as an essential input to inform judicial decision—making.
These cases need expertise at a high level of scientific and technical superiority. The experience
shows that the prosecution launched in ordinary Criminal Courts under the provisions of
the Water Act, the Air Actand the Environment [Protection] Act never reach their
conclusion either because of the work load in these Courts or because there is no proper
appreciation of the significance of the environment matters on the part of those in charge of
conducting of those cases. Moreover, any orders approved by the authorities under the Water
Act, the Air Actand the Environment [Protection] Act are instantly questioned by the
industries in the Courts. Those procedures take years and years to reach conclusion. Many a
times interim orders are passed in the meantime which effectively disables the officers from

ensuring the implementation of their orders.

Therefore, it is absolutely essential to set up more separate machinery like National Green
Tribunal to cut down the delays which are hindering the implementation of environmental laws.
Moreover, judicial officers alone may not be able to appreciate the logical and technical
aspects. It is, therefore, submitted that the provisions be made for the establishment of the
Environment Courts with one judge and one expert from the ecological and other sciences. To
begin with, we may have a two-tier system one at the State level and the other at the National
level which may later be extended even at the district level. Such Environment Courts may be
vested with the jurisdiction to decide both criminal prosecution cases under the various
environmental laws and civil cases for compensation to victims of any activity leading to
environmental spoil or pollution. The Courts should be permissible to conduct brief
proceedings for speedy disposal of cases. The decisions of State Environment Courts can be
appealed to the National Environment Court and the decisions of the National Environment

Courts can be appealed to the Supreme Court.
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In conclusion, environmental law plays a vital role in promoting sustainability and
conservation. It encompasses a wide range of legal principles, regulations, and treaties that aim
to protect the natural environment for present and future generations. Environmental law has
achieved significant milestones, such as international agreements on climate change, and
continues to evolve to address emerging environmental challenges. It also plays a crucial role
in promoting responsible business practices and addressing environmental injustices. It is
essential for individuals, businesses, and governments to work together to ensure the effective
implementation of environmental laws and regulations to achieve a sustainable and healthy

planet for all.



